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man but would with the utmost good nature give me
instructions, pointing out when I played for a wrong hole,
and the reason, also telling me when it ought to be my
sole object to leave my own ball safe, notwithstanding there
was an apparent hazard, which my adversary had purposely
placed, as a trap to catch, me, knowing the probability was
I should hole myself. Thus, in six months I became in
some measure a proficient, knew the principles of the game
and had tolerable execution with the cue.

The tables I usually frequented were, Windmill Street,
Whitehall, the Admiralty, The Angel, at the back of St.
Clements, and Chancery Lane, at one or other of which I
usually spent at least a couple of hours daily, and some-
times much longer, and I was as well known at all those
places as at any of the public offices about Lincoln's Inn
or the Temple,